MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

LIVING TRUST

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, December 25, 2019

*895

COMPLETE

Valid until January 8, 2020

FRE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Plan Includes:

e Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
» Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

» Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs

%@ng

)/‘/;() Y()///()//y dince 1977
Expanding our Services with

Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

| $5o0ff Watch Battery |
1 Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/15/20. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
- e e .

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

* Appraisals
e Pear] Restringing

Mayor’s 2019 Year in Review precedes an unprecedented town
council reorganization

Photo Vera Kochan
From left, Contra Costa County Supervisor Candace Andersen

awards proclamation to outgoing mayor Roger Wykle.

By Vera Kochan

Exiting Moraga Mayor Roger
Wykle gave the customary
Year in Review presentation
during the Dec. 11 town
council meeting, noting that
while 2019 began as an uphill
battle the town bounced back
at an amazingly productive
pace.

“As we close 2019, I am
especially proud of all of the
hard work our dedicated staff

successfully completed,”
Wykle said. “Specifically and
under the exceptional leader-
ship of our town manager,
Cynthia Battenberg, we com-
pleted several studies to fully
understand all of the finan-
cial needs of the town. This
accomplishment is also a pos-
itive endorsement of past and
the present town councils
who had the courage to iden-
tify these needs while cur-
rently no funding sources ex-
ist.”

Wykle added, “I'm sure
2020 will also be an interest-
ing year as well, as we work
on these financial challenges
and strive to make Moraga
even better than it already
i1s.”

Among the many high-
lights of Wykle’s presentation
were the following achieve-
ments: implementation of the
Moraga Mobile app; contin-
ued progress to lease a
restaurant at the Hacienda;
Moraga recognized as the
fourth safest city in Califor-
nia; the town’s emergency
preparedness response was
phenomenal; six new busi-
nesses have opened in the
shopping centers; updated
community and limited com-
mercial zoning to allow out-
right permitted uses; Rheem
Theatre reopened with new
additions to the rear of the
building coming; Moraga
Center Specific Plan imple-
mentation meetings; more
new housing; Climate Action
Plan implementations; vast
improvement to the town’s
road conditions thanks to
Measure K; major crosswalk
improvements; storm drain
operations and maintenance
programs; construction of
new Canyon Bridge on the
horizon; council adopted pro-

tocols to establish policies and

procedures; and according to
the state auditor’s office,
Moraga’s financial situation
has improved to become bet-
ter than 87% of 471 California
cities.

Vice Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus acknowledged
Wykle’s tenure as mayor by
stating, “The past year has
been a very productive one,
and I want to express my
deepest appreciation to you
for your leadership and your

partnership during a time
that has been so critical in
making 2019 a success for
everybody.”

While the 2019 Year in
Review portion of the meet-
ing went smoothly and with
an occasional injection of hu-
mor, the town council reorga-
nization process contained
moments of stunned silence.

It began uneventfully
enough with Council Member
Renata Sos’ nomination of
Korpus for mayor. The nomi-
nation passed 4-1 with the
lone opposition being Council
Member Steve Woehleke.

Wykle handed the gavel
to Korpus who, as new mayor,
opened the nominations for
vice mayor. Korpus nomi-
nated Sos, and Woehleke
nominated Council Member
Mike McCluer.

Woehleke commented,
“Renata is a non-elected offi-
cial, so if we go ahead and
elect Renata here she will be
on the path and potentially
mayor of the town - it’s never
been done.”

Korpus asked Assistant
Town Attorney Denise Baz-
zano if there was a known is-
sue with this type of nomina-
tion. Bazzano replied,
“There’s no distinction. Once
a council member has been
appointed, they are a council
member for all purposes. I'm
not aware of any significant
legal issues — there’s no dis-
tinction. They act in every ca-
pacity as an elected official.”

McCluer stated, “I want to
say that I think Renata is a
very talented council mem-
ber, and I think everybody up
here is very talented. For me,
the idea of an appointment
for council members not be-
ing elected versus other
elected council members of

thousands of residents is a big
difference to me.”

Woehleke responded that
5,000 people voted for Mc-
Cluer, to which WyKkle, citing
the newly adopted protocols,
replied, “Based on seniority,
Renata was appointed by duly
elected town council mem-
bers who received in excess
of 5,000 votes.”

Sos calmly said, “I re-
spectfully take issue with any
suggestion that someone
who’s appointed is somehow
less worthy or of lesser
stature than someone who’s
elected.” She added, “I think I
could do the vice mayor job
well, and I would do it
proudly, but I think 'm going
to withdraw my nomination.”
Sos explained that she felt it
would be difficult to perform
the vice mayoral duties given
the comments that were
made.

Korpus stressed that an
appointed council member is
not a second tier council
member and urged Sos to re-
consider the nomination by
renominating her.

Sos acknowledged that
she didn’t take the comments
as a criticism of her abilities
and allowed the re-
nomination to stand, because
at this point it fell to second in
line after McCluer’s nomina-
tion.

Wykle expressed his im-
pression that given the cir-
cumstances, Sos seemed hesi-
tant to accept the re-
nomination and shouldn’t be
forced to accept it if she didn’t
want it.

When given the opportu-
nity, Sos withdrew a second
time, to which a vote was
taken, and McCluer was
unanimously elected vice
mayor.
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Local Knowledge
~ Extraordinary Results

Are You Considering Selling Your Home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a

complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309

Gary Bernie
925.200.2222
gary.bernie@compass.com &
DRE 00686144 i

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.






